
Invitation to Comment: Amendments to Maritime Rules to improve safety and international alignment 
What are we proposing? What is the background to the proposal? Why do we think this is a good idea? 

Proposal to amend Maritime Rule 53.4(2)(a) 
Rule 53.4(2)(a) should be revoked. 

Further details are on page 4 of the invitation to 
comment. 

Rule 53.4(2)(a) is being reviewed to provide greater certainty to 
stakeholders than the existing exemption from this Rule. The 
exemption was the subject of a Regulations Review Committee 
complaint.  

Revoking Rule 53.4(2)(a) and the associated 
exemption will be less complex for pilots, ports 
and other relevant stakeholders. Pilots’ safety 
should be maintained through the Maritime Rules 
and HSWA.  

Other proposed amendments to Part 53 to improve safety and international alignment 
The Director of Maritime NZ or a recognised 
organisation can approve equivalent alternative 
pilot transfer arrangements and ship-helicopter 
transfer arrangements if they are ‘safe’. 

Further details are on page 9 of the invitation to 
comment. 

The Director of Maritime NZ or a recognised organisation can 
approve other pilot transfer arrangements if they are as ‘safe 
and efficient’ as existing pilot transfer arrangements and ship-
helicopter transfers [Rule 53.5(1)(c)]. 

The Rule could be improved through focussing 
specifically on safety. Over time, there will be 
improvements and innovation in pilot transfer 
arrangements and any changes need to be safe. 

The length of the accommodation ladder used 
with a pilot ladder should be sufficient to ensure 
that its angle of slope does not exceed 45°. 

Further details are on page 10 of the invitation 
to comment. 

Currently, the length of the accommodation ladder must be 
such that the angle of the accommodation ladder does not 
exceed 55° [Rule 53.11(3)]. This differs from IMO resolution 
A1045(27) where it must not exceed 45°. 

This change would align the Rule with SOLAS and 
IMO resolution A1045(27) on pilot transfer 
arrangements. The risks of pilots being injured (or 
killed) when boarding or disembarking ships may 
reduce.  

The thickness of the side ropes of a pilot ladder 
be not less than 18mm. 

Further details are on page 11 of the invitation 
to comment. 

Pilot ladder side ropes must be fit for purpose, well-constructed, 
and durable. However, New Zealand’s Rules exceed 
international requirements (Rules 53.7(1)(c)(i), 53.8(6), and 53.9 
(3)). 

Maritime NZ considers that the Rules should 
comply with the international maritime 
framework. Making the Rules consistent with IMO 
resolution A1045(27) should not cause safety 
issues. 

Amendments to requirements for lifeboat drills under Part 23 
We are proposing to amend Rules so it is clear 
that crew are not required to be aboard 
lifeboats when they are lowered during drills 
[Rules 23.9(7)(a) and 23.21(7)(a)]. 

Further details are on page 14 of the invitation 
to comment. 

Currently, lifeboats must be launched with assigned operating 
crew aboard and manoeuvred in the water at least once every 
three months during an abandon ship drill. This is inconsistent 
with SOLAS Regulation III/19.3.4.3 and IMO circular 
MSC.1/Circ.1326. 

This proposal removes a significant health and 
safety risk for crew and reduces the chance of 
significant injuries or fatalities during lifeboat drills. 
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