
 

 
 

 

Overview of stability, drainage and freeboard assessment requirements 

 

 

Stability assessment 

- Swamp test 

- Basic heel test 

- Person recovery test  

(refer to section 6 of 

exploring change 

document) 

Intact stability assessment 

- Simulated heel test 

o Single decked vessel – 

crowding assessment 

o Other vessels – crowding and 

wind assessment 

(refer to section 7 of exploring 

change document) 

Does your vessel meet 

any of the criteria for a 

High Complexity vessel 

in Box 1? 

High Complexity 

vessel 

Low Complexity 

vessel 

Are you are an 

open or decked 

vessel (refer to 

Box 2)? 

Intact stability assessment 

- Comprehensive  stability 

assessment, including: 

o Options for monohull and 

multihull vessels 

o Option if inclining is not 

appropriate (i.e. VCG too 

small compared with 

KMT) 

(refer to section 8 of exploring 

change)  

 Residual stability assessment (with recess(es) swamped) if applicable (refer to 

sections 7 and 8 of exploring change document) 

 Self-draining and freeing arrangements (refer to section 11 of exploring 

change document) 

  

Additional tests will be required in the following situations: 

- Damage tests for vessels with inflatable collars (refer section 10.1 of exploring change document) 

- Damaged stability calculation  if ≥ 50 POB, or proceeding beyond coastal limits, or if fishing vessel ≥ 

100m and carrying ≥ 100 POB (refer section 10.2 of exploring change document) 

- Vessels with lifting devices fitted (refer section 10.3 of exploring change document) 

- Fishing vessels if 12m or more in length (refer section 10.4 of the exploring change document) 

- Towing requirements differentiate between light towing and tugs (refer section 10.5 of the exploring 

change document) 

 

Marking requirements (refer section 12 of the exploring change document): 

- Load line only required for vessel ≥ 24m LLL operating beyond coastal limits  

- High Complexity vessels – if load line requirement above does not apply – minimum freeboard mark to 

be applied. Freeboard must be greater than 250mm and the vessel must have a reserve of buoyancy 

greater than 10% below the freeboard deck 

- Low Complexity vessels (open or decked) – load line and freeboard markings NOT required 

Stability assessment documentation requirements (refer section 10 of the exploring change document) 

- High Complexity vessels –  Stability Booklet 

- Low Complexity vessels (open or decked) – Stability Test Report and Stability Statement 

 

Yes No 

Box 1:High complexity criteria 

- ≥ 24m LLL 

- carries > 50 POB if a decked 

vessel or 12 POB if an open 

vessel 

- operates beyond restricted 

limits, inshore fishing limits or, 

if a RHIB, beyond restricted 

coastal limits 

- carries cargo greater than 

would be equal to 8% lightship 

- engages in towing as part of 

standard operation and the 

towed object’s length is greater 

than twice the length of towing 

vessel 

- engages in lifting where the 

safe working load of the lifting 

devices exceeds 1% of the 

vessel’s lightship 

displacement, or 300kg 

whichever is the greater 

- is a fishing vessel of ≥ 12m 

- engages in trawling, dredging 

or other activities where heavy 

gear is towed 

- varies its displacement during 

normal operation for any 

reason, be that fuel, ballast, 

stores, persons, cargo or any 

other load or combination 

thereof, by greater than 30% 

lightship 

Box 2: Definitions: 

A Decked vessel means a vessel 

in which the horizontal projection 

of the sheerline area comprises 

decking and open appliances that 

are weathertight. The horizontal 

projection of the sheer line may 

also include: 

- a combination of weatherlight 

deck and weathertight 

superstructure 

- steps in the deck, or 

- a watertight recess with a 

recess to reserve buoyancy 

(RBR) <0.025 which is not 

self-draining or between 0.025 

and 0.5 that is self-draining. 

An Open vessel means a vessel 

that is not a decked vessel. 

Open Decked 


