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1. Required Testing Order revoked
The Required Testing Order (RTO) will be revoked on Thursday 30 June 2022.  

This means, after 30 June, maritime border workers no longer, need to test for COVID-19 under the 

public health response. This will be a relief to many who have been testing for some time now and we 

thank you for your diligence and commitment to surveillance testing which has helped keep us all safe. 

The Ministry has developed guidance to help border PCBUs plan for these changes in the workplace. We 

will keep you up to date as more information becomes available. You can find more detail here - 

Guidance manual for border worker testing.

If a new variant emerged, border worker surveillance testing could be reinstated if it was felt that regular 
testing was appropriate. If such a situation eventuates, you will be advised of anything new you and your 

workers would have to do at the earliest opportunity.  

Workers covered by the RTO will be able to continue to access RATs through the Ministry of Health at no 
cost until 30 July 2022. Please note that you are no longer required to update the Border Worker Testing 

Register (BWTR) and from 30 June you will no longer have access to the BWTR. 

If you have any questions, please email bwtrsupport@health.govt.nz.  

The Maritime Industry Update is issued fortnightly, usually on a Monday. However, publication 

days might change when there is a need to provide a quick update. 

If you have any questions about updates, or suggestions for what you would like included, please 

contact Maritime NZ by emailing MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz.  

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.govt.nz%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fpages%2Fguidance-for-border-pcbus-16jun22.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CC.Mak%40transport.govt.nz%7Ce9a675ee44e24d683f9a08da4ff3d5bc%7Cff09ef007cd0407ebe0ef00bc475a9ab%7C0%7C0%7C637910206053052937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mb5Mme%2FetcY55XLgm3otvpUQWdIwmxRAgJmxdPanCyY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bwtrsupport@health.govt.nz
mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
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2. Pre-departure test to enter NZ
removed

On Monday 20 June 2022 the Government removed the need for travellers to provide 
evidence of a negative COVID-19 test to enter New Zealand.  

This will make life easier for seafarers entering New Zealand for crew changes or for those joining a vessel 

for any reason.  

Travellers arriving into New Zealand are still required to self-test on Day 0/1 after arriving, and again on 
Day 5/6. Please note that if the result of either test is positive, then the traveller must follow up the test 

with a PCR test.  

Other Air Border Order changes 
Please note that passengers transiting through New Zealand will no longer need to be vaccinated if they 

stay within the airport’s transit facilities, nor will they be required to complete a New Zealand Traveller 

Declaration (NZTD).  

Also the maximum penalty for breaching the Air Border Order’s vaccination requirement for passengers 

who are not transiting, has been reduced from $4,000, to $1,000. 
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3. If you feel unwell before your flight
For people travelling to New Zealand who feel unwell before their flight, the airline may not 
allow you to board unless it can be proved that the symptoms are not COVID-19 related.  

If you can provide evidence that your symptoms are not COVID-19 related you may be able to board the 
flight. Evidence can be a medical certificate from a qualified person (health practitioner, an overseas 

qualified medical practitioner, a health protection officer, or a medical officer of health) who has examined 
you 48 hours before your flight. If they have confirmed that the symptoms are likely to be caused by 

something other than COVID-19, you should be able to board your flight. 

Other proof may include a negative result from a supervised COVID-19 test including a PCR test taken a 
maximum of 48 hours before your first international flight to New Zealand. A supervised rapid antigen test 

(RAT) or loop-mediated isothermal amplification (LAMP) test taken a maximum of 24 hours before your 

international flight to New Zealand, will also qualify as proof. 

If the supervised test is positive, you have the option of asking a qualified person to certify that you are 

unlikely to still be infectious, which if the airlines accepts, means you can board the flight. 
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4. Support if you need it
While it would appear the worst of the pandemic is behind us, many of us, including friends 
and whanau still need help and support.  

If you need support services, advice or information about COVID-19, visit COVID-19 support. You will find 
a wealth of information on access to food and essential items, business advice and support for Pacific 

peoples.  

If your income has been affected by COVID-19 you may still apply for financial support. Financial support. 

Support is available if you need it when self-isolating due to COVID-19. Help when you are self-isolating. 

Lastly, if you need to talk to someone and you have concerns for yourself or others, there are wellbeing 

helplines available. Wellbeing helplines and support.  

https://covid19.govt.nz/prepare-and-stay-safe/covid-19-support/
https://covid19.govt.nz/isolation-and-care/financial-support/
https://covid19.govt.nz/isolation-and-care/help-when-you-are-self-isolating/
https://covid19.govt.nz/prepare-and-stay-safe/wellbeing-helplines-and-support/
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5. Answering your questions
There are a huge number of stakeholders in the maritime industry and ports’ supply chain, 
and all of you are affected in different ways by COVID-19 and New Zealand’s response to it. 

If you have questions you would like answered, please email MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz 

by 5pm, Friday each week. 

mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
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6. Key sources of information 
The following links provide you with key sources of information. 

For all your questions, and to provide information 
and make suggestions – email Maritime NZ 

MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz 

Port and maritime guidelines and other information www.maritimenz.govt.nz – click on the COVID-19 
banner on the home page 

Official health advice, including testing – Ministry of 
Health 

www.health.govt.nz/ 

Up-to-date information across the transport sector 
(land, sea and air) – Ministry of Transport 

www.transport.govt.nz/about/covid-19/ 

All New Zealand COVID-19 legislation www.pco.govt.nz/covid-19-legislation/ 

 

mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/
http://www.health.govt.nz/
http://www.transport.govt.nz/about/covid-19/
http://www.pco.govt.nz/covid-19-legislation/
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