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1. Vaccination order removed for border
workers

On 2 July 2022, the Government removed the requirement for border workers to be fully 
vaccinated. The COVID-19 Public Health Response Amendment Order 2022 can be found 
here - Vaccinations Amendment Order. 

The high levels of vaccination amongst the New Zealand population and increasing levels of protection 

from prior infection, has brought about this change. The risk that COVID-19 now poses at the border is 
now much lower and means that measures such as vaccine mandates are no longer considered 

essential.  

The maritime border COVID-19 response has worked well and this is due in large part to you and your 

workers committing to the programmes that were brought in to protect the ports, your friends and 
whanau, and New Zealand. So please accept our thanks for playing your part and contributing to a 

vaccination rate that sits among the world’s highest. 

While vaccination requirements have been removed, please note that all border workers who are currently 
required to wear a medical grade face mask under the existing COVID-19 protection framework, will need 

to continue to wear one.  

PCBUs employing border-facing workers may wish to review whether they maintain or introduce vaccine 
mandates for their workforce. We refer you to the following information on conducting workplace risk 

assessments relating to vaccinations and related employment matters.  

• WorkSafe

• Employment New Zealand (MBIE)

The Maritime Industry Update is issued fortnightly, usually on a Monday. However, publication 

days might change when there is a need to provide a quick update. 

If you have any questions about updates, or suggestions for what you would like included, please 

contact Maritime NZ by emailing MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz.  

-

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2022/0207/latest/whole.html#LMS713761
https://www.worksafe.govt.nz/managing-health-and-safety/novel-coronavirus-covid/covid-19-controls-at-work/
https://www.employment.govt.nz/workplace-policies/coronavirus-workplace/covid-19-vaccination-and-employment/
mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
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2. Advice on Reinfection has changed 
Following a review of local and international evidence, the Ministry of Health has updated 
their advice on reinfection.  

Previously it was recommended that no further testing was required within 90 days of a previous COVID-
19 infection, even if symptomatic. As the Omicron wave has spread over the last few months reinfection 

has become more likely as new sub-variants circulate more widely.  

If you test positive for COVID-19 within 29-90 days of first becoming a ‘case’, you will be considered to 

be a new case. If 28 days or less have passed since your last infection there is no need to test.  

For most people the illness caused by reinfection is likely to be no more severe than the first infection but 

you may experience different symptoms.  

Whether your test is positive or negative, don’t forget to record the result in MyCovidRecord. If, after 29 

days or more, your test is positive for COVID-19, you will be treated as a reinfection and must isolate for 7 

days.  

If you test positive and feel the symptoms are getting worse, call Healthline on 0800 358 5453 or your 

doctor/healthcare provider. Your household contacts will also need to isolate until your 7 days are 

complete as long as they have no new or worsening symptoms, and provide a negative day 7 test. 

 

  

https://mycovidrecord.health.nz/
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3. Maritime border reopening update 
On 31 July, the border will be open to previously banned, foreign flagged vessels such as 
cruise ships, recreational small craft and specialist vessels like those used in research and 
exploration.  

Additionally, the air and maritime border will welcome all visa categories including tourist, visitor and 

students while applications for travellers from anywhere in the world to come to New Zealand will 

recommence.  

Vessels carrying passengers who have met visa and health requirements, will be allowed to enter New 

Zealand and from October onwards we will begin to see cruise vessels return to New Zealand ports.  

The amended Maritime Border Order will soon be signed into law. It will outline which vessels will need to 

provide proof of vaccination for crew and passengers and which vessel classes will need to undertake on 

arrival testing.  

New Zealand citizens, permanent residents and Australian citizens ordinarily resident in New Zealand do 

not need to be vaccinated against COVID-19 to enter New Zealand. 

The above is just a quick snapshot of some of the key points relating to the maritime border reopening. 

More information and guidance will follow over the next three weeks as we get closer to 31 July.  
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4. Proof of isolation 
For employment reasons proof of isolation due to COVID-19 may be required, however 
requesting a medical certificate places pressure on the primary healthcare system.  

For this reason, Ministry of Health text services can be used as evidence. For workers who have been 
confirmed as having COVID-19, or identified as a household contact needing to isolate, a text is sent to 

you from the Ministry of Health’s 2328 or 2648 numbers.  

When taking time off work, these texts can be shown to your employer as well as the text you receive 

when you can leave isolation.  
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5. Answering your questions 
There are a huge number of stakeholders in the maritime industry and ports’ supply chain, 
and all of you are affected in different ways by COVID-19 and New Zealand’s response to it.  

If you have questions you would like answered, please email MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz  

by 5pm, Friday each week. 

 

  

mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
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6. Key sources of information 
The following links provide you with key sources of information. 

For all your questions, and to provide information 
and make suggestions – email Maritime NZ 

MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz 

Port and maritime guidelines and other information www.maritimenz.govt.nz – click on the COVID-19 
banner on the home page 

Official health advice, including testing – Ministry of 
Health 

www.health.govt.nz/ 

Up-to-date information across the transport sector 
(land, sea and air) – Ministry of Transport 

www.transport.govt.nz/about/covid-19/ 

All New Zealand COVID-19 legislation www.pco.govt.nz/covid-19-legislation/ 

 

 

mailto:MNZCovid-19@maritimenz.govt.nz
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